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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

1 . (Original) A method for enabling a first network to control a loop avoidance protocol in a 
second network, the first network running a first loop avoidance protocol instance, the 
second network not running the first loop avoidance protocol instance, the first and second 
network being communicably coupled, the method comprising: 

receiving a protocol packet from the second network at a first switch; 

forwarding the protocol packet to a second switch in the first network; 

processing the protocol packet at the second switch according to a loop avoidance protocol 

corresponding to the second network; and 
transmitting a message controlling the port state of a third switch based on the processing. 

2. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the forwarding includes modifying the 
protocol packet so that the protocol packet is able to be tunneled through the first network. 

3. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the controlling includes modifying a 
port state of the third switch. 

4 (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the third switch is not the same as the 
first switch. 

5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein the third switch is the first switch. 
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6. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the first and second networks are 
connected by the shared use of the first switch. 

7. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 , wherein the protocol packet is a BPDU. 

8. (Original) A system comprising: 

a first network running a first loop avoidance protocol instance; 
a first switch in the first network; 

a second network not running the first loop avoidance protocol instance; wherein 

the first network is communicably coupled to the second network; 

the first network receives a protocol packet from the second network; 

the first network forwards the protocol packet to the first switch; 

the first switch processes the protocol packet according to a loop avoidance protocol 

corresponding to the second network; and 
the first switch transmits a message controlling the port state of a second switch in response 

to the processing. 

9. (Original) The system as recited in claim 8; wherein the first and second networks are 
connected through the shared use of the second switch. 

10. (Original) The system as recited it claim 9, wherein the second switch receives the protocol 
packet. 

1 1 . (Original) The system as recited in claim 8, wherein the protocol packet is a BPDU. 
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12. (Original) A first network running a loop avoidance protocol wherein the root bridge for the 
first network is disposed in a second network running a distinct loop avoidance protocol 
instance. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system comprising: 

a first network including a plurality of switches; 
a second network including a plurality of switches; 

the first and second network connected by at least a shared switch, the shared switch 

including a plurality of ports including a second network port connected to the second 
network; 

the first network running a first loop avoidance protocol instance, the second network not 

running the first loop avoidance protocol instance; 
wherein a bridge on e of th e bridg e s in the second network controls the state of the second 

network port. 

14. (Original) The system as recited in claim 13, wherein the state of the second network port is 
controlled based on a protocol packet received from the second network. 

15. (Original) A computer readable storage medium including computer executable code for 
enabling a first network to control a loop avoidance protocol in a second network, first 
network running a first loop avoidance protocol instance, the second network not running the 
first loop avoidance protocol instance, the first and second networks sharing at least one 
switch, the code performing the steps of: 
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receiving a protocol packet at a first switch; 

forwarding the protocol packet to a second switch in the first network; 
processing the protocol packet according to a loop avoidance protocol corresponding to the 
second network; and 

transmitting a message controlling the port state of a third switch based on the processing. 

16. (New) An apparatus comprising: 

means for receiving a protocol packet from a second network at a first switch in a first 

network, the first network running a first loop avoidance protocol instance, the second 

network not running the first loop avoidance protocol instance; 
means for forwarding the protocol packet to a second switch in the first network; 
means for processing the protocol packet at the second switch according to a loop avoidance 

protocol corresponding to the second network; and 
means for transmitting a message controlling the port state of a third switch based on the 

processing. 

17. (New) A device comprising: 
a memory; and 

a module configured to: 

receive a protocol packet from a first switch of a first network, the first switch having 
received the protocol packet from a second network, the second network being 
communicably coupled to a first network running a first loop avoidance protocol 
instance, the second network not running the first loop avoidance protocol instance; 
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process the protocol packet according to a loop avoidance protocol corresponding to the 
second network; and 

transmit a message controlling the port state of a second switch based on the processing. 

1 8. (New) The device as recited in claim 1 7, wherein the receiving includes receiving a protocol 
packet modified to enable the protocol packet to be tunneled through the first network. 

19. (New) The device as recited in claim 1 7, wherein the module is further configured to 
control the port state of the second switch by modifying a port state of the second switch. 

20. (New) The device as recited in claim 17, wherein the second switch is not the same as the 
first switch. 

21 . (New) The device as recited in claim 1 7, wherein the second switch is the first switch. 

22. (New) The device as recited in claim 17, wherein the first and second networks are 
connected by the shared use of the first switch. 

23. (New) The device as recited in claim 17, wherein the protocol packet is a BPDU. 
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